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Minutes 

Finance and Assets Committee 
Monday 24th April 2017 at 7.00pm 

 
Committee Membership: Cllrs Batchelor (Chair) (Broadway), Ridout (Vice Chair) (West), Dancey 
(East), Davis (East), Fraser (West), Humphries (Broadway) and Jolley (Broadway) 
 
Present:  
Councillors: Ridout, Dancey, Davis, Fraser and Humphries  
Officers: F Fox and V Mills 
Public and press: 2 members of the public and 0 members of the press. 
 
403/17  Apologies 
403.1/17    Councillors Batchelor and Jolley (hols).  
403.2/17  Apologies accepted for the reasons given. 
  
404/17   Minutes  
404.1/17 The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6th March 2017 were approved as a 

true record and signed by the chairman.  
404.2/17 None. 
 
405/17   Declarations of Interest  
  None. 
 
406/17    Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chair welcomed Fiona Fox, the new Town Clerk. 

Standing Orders suspended 7.01 

407/17   Public Participation 
407.1/17 Councillor Paul Macfarlane, speaking from the floor regarding agenda item 7.2, 

the accounts, sought clarification over whether the Council could make gifts; he 
received assurance that the Council could not. 

 
407.2/17 None. 

Standing Orders reinstated 7.02 

408/17    Reports from Unitary Authority Members 
Councillor Humphries said that contrary to rumour the Wiltshire Council budget 
would not be set until September. Councillor Ridout announced that this would 
be Councillor Humphries’ last meeting as a town and unitary councillor and the 
committee thanked him for his service. 
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409/17   Financial Information  
409.1/17 The reconciliations for February and March 2017 were noted and the Chair 

signed and verified them against the bank statements.  
409.2/17 The accounts to March 2017 were noted. 
409.3/17 The list of payments made in February and March 2017 were approved and 

signed by the Chair. 
409.4/17 The petty cash schedule for February–March 2017 was approved. 
409.5/17 The internal transfers between the accounts on: 

 7th March 2017 £20,000 

 9th March 2017 £11,000 

 10th April 2017 £10,000 

   were noted. 

410/17   Devolved Services Working Group 
410.1/17 The minutes of the working group meetings held on 16th March 2017 and 13th 

April 2017 and all the actions contained therein were approved. 
410.2/17 The following expenditures were unanimously approved en bloc: 

 Ringway quotation for Lamp Columns £6263 + VAT 

 Equipment in Pavilion Café once negotiations complete  

 Coffee Machine £2300  

 Dishwasher – quotation required  

 Plants Green Path – widening of bottom access idverde £352 + VAT 

 Remove two bins and relocate idverde £289 + VAT 

 Remove concrete steps idverde £527 + VAT 

 Works to shrub beds beside Pavilion Café idverde £689 + VAT  

 Purchase of putting green flags and putters and balls £350 

 Work to remove dolphin and relocate tap to paddling pool (price to be 

confirmed) 

 Electrics to boat house £3000 + VAT 

 Fencing to Putting Green Warminster Fencing £1000 + VAT 

 Repairs to MUGA £500 +VAT 

 Tennis court posts and nets Stadia Sports UK: £244.00 per pair (total cost 

£488.00 + VAT) 

 Town Park Clock: £1000 + VAT to repair and return to working order 

The remaining item on the list: 

 Railings along the Were Bank: £2,805 plus VAT 

was discussed as members had concerns that these would be unsightly in this 
area. The railings were to be installed along the bank where the recent work had 
been undertaken, from the steps at Weymouth Street to the bridge. This would 
prevent children climbing down the bank to the area that had been cleared, as 
they were destroying the bank and the planting that had taken place. The path 
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was narrow at this stretch and there were health and safety implications. It was 
agreed that the Direct Service Supervisor would circulate pictures of the 
proposed railings to members for approval by email, to be ratified at the next 
meeting.    

 
411/17   HSBC 

Councillor Humphries proposed acceptance of the acquisition of a Visa card with 
a £0 spending limit for transacting at the Post Office. Seconded Councillor Fraser, 
voting unanimous in favour. 

 
412/17  Warminster Christmas Lights  

Councillor Davis proposed approval of the following quotation from Wheelers for 
repairs to the Christmas Lights: 

 2 no Market Place festoon strings – to replace. 

 1 no light column display (repair):  send to Festive Lighting for repair. 

 Various lamp holders and leads 
£900.00 + VAT 

  Seconded Councillor Ridout, voting unanimous in favour. 

 413/17 Boreham Road–East Street, Warminster Road Sign 
Councillor Davis proposed approval of a street sign, at a cost of £291.21, 
opposite the exit from Imber Road to identify where Boreham Road starts. There 
have been issues with delivery vehicles entering Boreham Close in error. 
Seconded Councillor Humphries, voting unanimous in favour. 

 
414/17  Precept Increase 

There were no further comments to the Clerk’s response to a query from a 
member of the public voicing concerns over the 2017–2018 precept increase. 

 
415/17  Financial Regulations Testing 2017–2108 

Councillor Davis proposed approval of the Financial Regulations Testing form 
2017–2018 and that a nominee would be decided at the next meeting. Seconded 
Councillor Ridout, voting unanimous in favour. 

 
416/17  War Memorial 
  It was noted that the War Memorial at Portway is now Grade II listed. 
 
417/17   Communications  
417.1/17 None. 
417.2/17 None. 
 
Meeting closed at 7.18pm. 
























